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Influence of seed bed temperature and irradiation on the germination of Zelkowa
serrata prechilled for 0~60 days.

Zelkowa serrata seeds were prechilled for 0, 7, 15, 30 and 60 d. It was found that the
longer the prechilling preiod the higher was the germination rate and the shorter was the
time required for germination. When kept in the dark and at a constant temperature, the
optimum seed bed temperature for germination was 15C for non-prechilled seeds, 10~
207C for those prechilled for 30 d. and 10~30T for those prechilled for 60 d. When, in
the dark, the bed temperature was varied, the germination rate was increased. Irradiation
by diffused light also caused some increase in germination rate, whether the temperature
was constant or varying. However, the influence of varying temperature and diffused light
irradiation was lessened if the prechilling was prolonged, no effects were observed with

the seeds prechilled for 60 d.
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